Paul Salstrom has, in his telling of Indiana farming, traced the state's agriculture from Native Americans to the twentieth century, specifically from the period before European contact to 1880-a time before government intervention, large-scale mechanization, and the introduction of the tractor. In this brief account of the state's agriculture, it is impossible to answer all questions, but Salstrom stays with one: "Why?" In following his chronological framework of farming in Indiana, Salstrom questions how and why Indiana agriculture became "economically viable" for its pioneers. Salstrom begins his account with an examination of Indian agriculture in the region that became Indiana. Dependent on European observations and histories of agriculture and Native Americans, Salstrom tells a standard story of Indian agriculture before and after European contact. The examples that make the telling specific to Indiana are few and add some detail to the general account. The remainder of Salstrom's text follows the arrival of settlers to Indiana, the reasons they settled there, and the success they enjoyed.
Paul Salstrom devotes much of the text of From Pioneering to Persevering to the presence of Euro-Americans in Indiana after first contact with the Native Americans. Beginning with a chapter titled "Why They Came, " he continues with his questioning of Indiana pioneers and how/why they became successful family farmers. In fewer than 100 pages, he traces the pioneer story from independence through the nineteenth century with chapters that examine pioneer agriculture, trade, and travel; emergence of marketable Book Reviews book reviews 123 commodities and establishment of the "corn belt"; settlement in remote areas of the state; agrarian leaders; and perseverance of Indiana agriculturalists in the late nineteenth century in competition with others of the Midwest and Corn Belt. Finally, he completes the text with a glimpse into the twentieth century and advances that would be made. Although each chapter does address Indiana and its early settlers, the examples are few and not consistent throughout the text. At times the text itself is vague and too general. The greater importance of Salstrom's manuscript is the placement of Indiana, its pioneers, and family farming within the larger context of American agriculture prior to the twentieth century. Salstrom's use of statistics and trends within the larger subfield of agricultural history adds to this study.
Written as a brief study of Indiana's farming history, while providing the larger agricultural context, the book also includes an extensive list of sources and source citations. Although primary and unpublished sources are few, the list of secondary sources cited is all inclusive. Chapters contain extensive citations, and although chapter text rarely identifies scholars, the presence of the notes and the bibliography allows readers to find sources. It is from the source list that readers can view the breadth of this work, rather than from the text itself. From Pioneering to Persevering: Family Farming in Indiana to 1880 gives a small glimpse of Indiana pioneer agriculture and the traditions of family farming, but readers will have a hard time answering the "whys. "
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